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Fall is here and with it comes a lot of new software ¢ and some 
hardware) for the QL. As we mentioned in the August issue, PC TALKER 
is now available for immediate shipment. This is prabably the most 


interesting and exciting new piece of hardware ta come atong for the 
QL in quite awhile. 


The TALKER plugs into serial two and is equipped with its own power 
supply. By opening a channel to serial 2 and then “printing" to that 
channel, TALKER will say anything you type. The. speech quality is. 
quite good and most words are easily understood. Some have ta 
obviously be spelled phoenetically. 


We have been using it in conjunction with our Point of Sale System 
with some interesting results. By changing the printer_dat file so 
that all printing is directed to serial 2 rather than 1, and writing a 
few simple pracedures using LPRINT statements, TALKER speaks to us 
from within our POS. For example, our stock file currently holds aver 
50@ different items in inventory. Even with a disk based system, 
because we use the FIND command, it can take ten or fifteen seconds ta 
find an item. This meanz waiting at the screen to see how many of a 
certain item we have. 


With Talker, a procedure we have asks us, "Describe the item you are 
searching for." We type in, "Talker" for example, and walk away to do 
something else. When TALKER finds’ the item, it sars, "You have —_tamt) 
Talker in stock... You have sold _. this month, —— this year. The 
suggested retail of this item is #464.75 . Da you require another 
search?" 


The procedure to do the above is really nathing more than simple BASIC 
commands and LPRINT statements. For education, TALKER is superb. It 
holds a child’s attentian for «a much longer time than most games or 
tutorials would. For games, the possibilities are endless. 


We also will be marketing a speech recognition system that can be used 
with TALKER in early 1987- we will have more on that later. TALKER is 
available not only for the QL but we also have C44, ST, Apple, and IBM 
versions . Use our Toll-free line to order. 


We have a few new QL books in stock and we alsa now have all ten 
titles in the HCP series so if there are any you would like, give us a 
call. We have three titles from Sunshine Publications in stoack- 
Sinclair QL Adventures, by Tony Bridge and Richard Willaims, Inside 
The Sinclair QL, by Jeff Naxlor and Diane Ragers, and The Sinclair 
QDOS Companion, by Andrew Pennell. The adventure book, 165 pages, 
teaches you as a programmer how ta create adventures on the @G@L. A 
Generator program is included which can be used to create unique 
adventures af your own desiaqn. $F ..95 


The QDOS book by Pennell teaches you how to program in machine cade by 
helping you understand the operating system the QL uses. All the 
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features of QD0S are described and each system call is covered, nat 


only in terms of function and its use but also the exact steps it 
takes when carrying aut its tasks. Detailed coaverage of haw 
multi-tasking works is alsa explained. And, a look at the Intel 304% 


co-pracessor is examined. 1&2 pages. $12.75 


Inside The Sincisir GL is a book for people who want to Know how their 
QL "ticks." The back is in two sectians- the first deals with the 
fundamental principals behind computer design. The second part takes a 
lack at how the GL is structured and, in particular, at how the screen 
display, Keyboard and sound facilities are used. 149 pgs. $12.95 


Gur next three titles are published by Granada publishing in the U.K. 
The first of these is called QL Computing by Tan Sinclair (ne 
relation? and is 176 pages in length. This is an introductory text and 


not only includes BASIC programs shawing everything from graphics te 
sound, it is based on the daily practical use of the machine and nat 
on secand hand information, $9.95 


The secand by this publisher is entitled QL SuperBasic by A... Berk 
and is 165 pages. The book’ introduces you to SuperBasic and includes 
many programs as examples, setting aout the principles of structured 
programming and the applications which are possible with the GL. 
$11.95 


The third title is called QL Gamesmaster by Kay Ewhank, Mike James, 
and S.M. McGee. The boak has many exciting games routines and also 
includes adaptions of same of the most popular arcade programs so that 
you can create your own favorite versions. Listings of procedures for 
the games will help xou to understand how you can start writing your 
own original games by adapting the pracedures to your own use. A Tot 
of times, having a procedure in front of you is all you will need to 
be able to fully grasp the concept and understand it. $1IZ.95 


Finally, from Frentice“Hall we have Basic Pragramming on the GL, by 
Neil and Pat Cryer. This book provides a comprehensive, illustrated 
course on the GL’s SuperBasic and is full of activities to try aut on 
your machine. Chapters include lessons on putting data into programs, 
repetition, making decisions,windows and channels, adding sound, 
introducing color, handling strings and files, structured programming, 
and more. 245 pqs. $15.95 

We also have receieved a lot of new software which we at least want ta 
draw your attention ta here. Two titles are from U.S. programmers. The 
first is THE MASTER TEACHER, by Mel MacKaron, a very comprehensive 
teacher utility program. The pragram is also available on the Timex 
2048, Osborne, and Apple computers. Suggested retail is €29°.9°5 Gn 
cartridge, $32.95 on 5 1°4" disk. The program coallates all student 
grade information and automatically averages the nine weeks or the 
semester grade. It stores a maximum af 4@ grades for up to 4@ students 
per class. Gutput to a printer is provided and seating charts of 
classes can be generated. 


Also by an American programmer is CROCKETT PAYROLL, by Steve Cermak of 
KAMREC Systeme. This is a professional payroll program that has been 
adapted from a mainframe version. 


You can maintain 27 fields which cantain all personal information, 


department, employee status, hire date, and termination date for up 
to 106 emplorees. You can sort by any of these fields in either 
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ascending or descending order and list the employee file in this 
order. a 


Secand, you can canfiqure each emplayee’s configuration file to 
contain up ta 28 of the °% cell types which can be designed to perfarm 
any of 20@ types af calculations. Each emplayvee’s individual celis can 
be modified or deleted and you can view the persanal configuration and 
¥TOD accumulations for each of their cells. 


Next, you can enter, delete, and proof-list up to 4@@ payroll 
transactions. These and camputer generated calculations such as 
salaried pay, deductians, and taxes can be taken inte consideratian 
for each payroll processing. Then, each employee’s YTD accumulations 
are updated. 


In addition, vou are able to design the layout and size ef the payroll 
checks to be printed. Each employee’s pay stub will show the date as 
well as their mame, social security mumber, department, and check 
number. It will alsa show, in detail, the individual cell computations 
that were performed to arrive at their net par. 


There are 5 types of reports that can be printed: Withalding, Payroll 
Distribution, YTD Distribution, Earnings Register, and YTD Earnings 
Register. 


The Withholding Report has 6 columns which can be configured ta 
contain individual] or combined accumulations. This report shows 
individual payroll and YTD totale for each emploree as well as totals 
for each column. 


The Distribution Reports show the employees’ hours, debits, and 
credits; whereas, the Earnings Registers show the employee“s hours, 
earnings, and deductions. Both types of reports show the breakdown of 
cell totals for each employvee’s individual cells. Also, these reports 
show individual company cell accumulations. $77.75 


A nice new utility we just received is GFLASH from a West German 
software house. The program is a super fast ramdisk and the nicest 
feature about it is you do not have to format a ramdisk at all. It is 
done automatically when you boot up the program. If you have the 
memory and want to copy from mdy or flpi_ to rami_, you just issue the 
copy or weopy command. The program will automatically adjust ramdisk 
to accomodate the size of the file. Memory allocation is completely 
dynamic. No extra memory is reservedfor files that do not vet exist. 
Up ta & ramdisks can be used. $ 15.95 


We also want ta mention that Tesseract Saftware, who do CONCEPT 3D are 
finishing up a columns program to be used in conjunction with GLWP. We 
hope to be writing the QLR using it in next month’s issue. The program 
will take text from your QLWP document and print it tn columns on your 
printer. Regardless of what the original file looked like, COLUMNS 
prints out the file in any number of vertical columns, in any width 


and margin combination. Bold, underline, superscript and subscript 
enhancements in the file remain. We will have more information next 
month. 


And, Miracle Systems has informed us they are thinking of doing a 364 
baud modem with modapter built-in that draws its power from the phone 
line. Suggested retail would be under #144. Let us Know if you are 
interested in this item. 
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It has been brought to cur attention that a company named Matrix 
Technologies ig operating at the same address as Ramex/Foundation 
Systems had. They are selling cheap IBM clones. Any of you wha had 
problems with Ramex“Foundatian might call this company at 
1-312-949-7912 ta see if they Know the whereabouts of the former GL 
company. 


a by Marshal? Stiles 


I quess that if you enjoy programming like I do you produce a lot of 
programs. Unfortunately, many of them you almost never use and others 
you probably should use more aften, but you just don’t get around ta 
it. Then there is that rare program that becomes a part of your 
regular routine when you have ta perform certain operations. This 
program is one of those programs. Whenever I type something, using the 


Quill wardpracessing program, that I’m preparing for 
telecommunications transfer via GCODE and a telecommunications service 
euch as MCI Mail I use the program in the listing. 


There are several things about the program which I would like to point 
out . Lines 116 to 16@ sense whether you pressed Fi or F2. Fi will 


give you a window for 8@ characters across. F2 will give you 464 
characters across . The mode command in line 136 can be removed if 
you need the larger characters. Whether you pressed Fi or F2 has 


na effect on the output ta file, only the viewing on screen. 


The program does several things for you. Before you quit Guill, print 
your document to device_filename_lis instead of printing it on your 
printer. This will create a file of your document. Now you can exit 
Quill in the usual manner and reset the computer. It is best ta end 
your document with a lone "%" fallowed by the ENTER key on the very 
Tast line of your dacument. While the program checks for end of file 
in line 216, files praduced in this manner seem to give an end of file 
error message even when you check for it. Therefore, I alsa check for 
a "ZZ" on a line by itself. The "%" is nat output to the file. If the 
end of file error stops your program, all you have to do is type 
"close_files". This calls the procedure that does what it implies, and 
you should have your new file ready for use. Dan‘t forget any file 
terminators used by the electronic mail service or bulletin board 


service (“, “EX, etc.) on the line just above the "%". Line 48@ 
filters out character code 13 and 15. I don’t use any special features 
in Quill for dacuments I’m sending, but if necessary this can be 


altered to filter out any characters you need to eliminate. 

There are two more things that the program accomplishes. Anywhere in 
your document where there is more than 1 blank line will become one 
blank line. Last of all, page numbers are eliminated by» the program. 


Obviously, rou wouldn’t use this program for sending a document to be 
printed out exactly as it appears in Quill. It is intended far use 
with a service or an electronic bulletin board where the intended 
recipient will be retrieving your message electronically. In other 
words, you want to get rid of all the blank lines that are sent to the 
printer for the purpose of formfeeds and the like. Consider what can 
take place when you have a page which contains only a short paragraph 
and many blank lines. In some cases, money can be saved by not sending 
these extra lines. 


This article i¢ just one of a number of articles I have sent to the 
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@LR using this little pragram. I hope you find it just as useful as I 
have on a great computer like the QL. 


Lieting - 
16@ REMark lfxuibas, Marshal! Stiles, 19786 


118 TV_VALUE=PEEK (163896) 
126 IF TV_VALUE=2 


138 MODE Si2:WINDOW #1,374,192,45,6 
14@ ELSE 

i5@ WINDOW #1,496,252,1,1 

ié4@ END IF 


17@ BORDER #1,1,1,7:CLS 

1G@ CSIZEH#@,3,1:PRINTH@,"lfx_bas";:CSIZE#@,@,@:PRINT#HG, "by Marshal] 
Stiles, 186" 

1%@ open_files 

206 readirec 

218 IF EQFC#4) OR lines=t"%" & CHRE(13)) THEN GO TO 26 

228 scan 

236 page_scan 

246 check _forwnyg]] 

25@ IF nuli?i THEN GO TO 278 

258 write wrec 

278 readrec 

286 GO TO 216 

276 write rec 

3080 close_files 

31@ PRINT*end" 

326 STOP 

RS REM mm 
346 DEFine PROCedure copen_files 


356 line2é=""isnull=@:spacet="" 

366 PRINT"Enter the name of file ta check for line feeds...” 
37 INPUT "IN-?}drive filename: ";in_filet 

388 OPEN_IN #4, in_filet 

378 INPUT "QUT>drive_filename: "yout_filet 

408 OPEN_NEW #5, out filet 


41@ END DEFine oapen_files 

420 DEFine PROCedure read_rec 
4328 INPUT #4, linet 

446 END DEFine read_rec 

45@ DEFine PROCedure scan 


446 Tength=LEN( lines) 

476 FOR i=1 TQ length 

486 IF linet¢is<>CHR#(613) AND line$iid <> CHRS( 15) 
4o6 line2t=1] ine2t&linet¢ i> 

546 END IF 

S18 END FOR i 

526 lengthZ=LEN(¢ 1 ine2$) 

33a spacef=space#&eFILLec”" “,length2) 


54@ END DEFine scan 
55@ DEFine PROCedure paqge_scan 


566 scant="paqe" 

576 lenwscan=LEN( scan#) 

386 FOR t=1 TO length2-len_scantl 

a8 IF scant=line2éct TO t+len_scan-1) 

566 IF line2$(il TO t-1)=space$¢i TO t-1i> 
414 line2é=""st=lenqgth2 

6268 END IF 

638 END IF 
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646 END FOR t 

636 epaceg="" 

66@ END DEFine page scan 

678 DEFine PROCedure close files 
686 CLOSE #4 

678 CLOSE #5 

76@ END DEFine clase_files 

71@ DEFine PROCedure wri tecrec 


7268 PRINT Tine2d 
738 PRINT #5, line2t 
748 line2g="" 


75@ END DEFine write rec 
766 DEFine PROCedure check_for_wnull 


776 IF line2$<>"" THEN null=@:60 TG 7a 
78e@ null=null+i 


720 END DEFine check _for_nul! 


oof 
fe 


In the helpful hints department, the following @ line program will 
preant the directory of your storage medium to your printer: 


1@@ OPEN#S, seri 
116 DIR#3, mdvi_ 


Obviously, the port and the storage medium can be changed to suit your 
own specific needs. 


For those of you who have WANDERER and are discouraged by being Killed 
after the fourth or fifth levels, the following pokes allow the number 
of shields, energy level, mumber of cats and ability level toa be set 
before the game starts. Load the Boot program and add the following 
lines: 


S@ a=RESPR(G> 8? REMark set energy @-31006 
82 POKE-L 882+a, @ 88 POKE-l B98ta, 31aga 

84 POKE-L 88éta, @ 89 REMark set cats 89-5006 

85 REMark set shields @-255 7@ POKE-W 18474+a, 8086 

6 POKE 8?2=a, 255 Si REMark set ability a-14 


>2 POKE 1847éta, 18 
You can then RUN this or re-SAVE to your backup cartridge. 


Don Thompson sent us this twa line program which will return the 
amount of space available minus 512 for 1 slave block which should 
always be available to the ¢xstem: 


1@ FREE_MEM=PEEK_L‘¢163854)-PEEK_L‘(163852)-512 
2@ PRINT FREE_MEM 


We are ending this month’s issue with a Reader Survey Questionaire 
which we hope many of you will fif11 out and return tous. We will 
publish the results in cur Christmas issue of December i5th. We feel 
it should be interesting ta see how QL’s are being used. 
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